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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF FRITTON WITH ST 

OLAVES PARISH HELD ON  

THURSDAY 29th MARCH 2019 AT ST OLAVES VILLAGE HALL   

 

Present Councillors: 
Chairman - Allan Mendum 
Vice Chairman – Stannas Bellaby 
Parish Councillors – Margaret Johnson,  Keith Nunn, Jill Rose, Peter Storey, Rowland Dunn 
 

In Attendance: 

County councillor Andy Grant, Borough Councillor Brian Lawn and 5 members of the public 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Cllr Doug Youngs, Cllr John Burton 
 

2.  MINUTES OF THE LAST PARISH MEETING  

 

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 30th March 2017 at St Olaves Village Hall 

were confirmed as correct and the Chairman was authorised to sign them. 

 

3. REPORT OF THE PARISH CLERK. 
 
This report was read to the meeting and is listed as Appendix A. 

 

4. REPORTS FROM LOCAL ORGANISATIONS  

 

Reports were received from the following local groups and organisations and are listed as 

Appendices: 

• St Edmund’s Church Fritton and Fritton Relief in Need Charity – Appendix B 

• St Margaret’s Church Herringfleet – Appendix C 

• Herringfleet Poorrands Trust – 

No report was received but Cllr Rose informed the meeting that the income 

for this trust comes from a reed bed alongside the river Waveney. The quality 

and quantity of the reeds is assessed by the Reed Cutters each year and is 

reported to have improved considerably. 

• St Olaves Village Hall – Appendix D 

• Fritton Village Hall –  

No report was received however the clerk reported that she had been 

informed that cash reserves are well above £7,000. The main income for the 

hall comes from regular bingo evenings, car parking fees from neighbouring 

residents and hire of the hall/office by the parish council. Stannas Bellaby had 

resigned at the end of 2017 as Bingo caller and Roy Ceilley has taken over 

from him. 

 

There being no other business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 

7:30 p.m. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Fritton with St Olaves Annual Parish Meeting 

Thursday 29th March 2018 

 

Report of the Clerk to the Parish  

 

The parish council held the usual six bi-monthly meetings during the year, plus one summary 

meeting to approve the Annual Return for submission to the external auditors. 

Allan Mendum continued as Chairman this year and Stannas Bellaby continued as Vice 

Chairman. Rowland Dunn (for Fritton) and John Burton (for St Olaves) were co-opted onto 

the Council in March 2017 to fill the vacancies left by two resignations in January 2017. Cllr. 

Fiona Cowen resigned from the Parish Council in January 2018 after 7 years of service and 

it is expected that the vacancy will be filled at the March meeting by co-option. 

The Parish Council had to change their office location after the St Olaves Village Hall 

Committee voted not to continue the rental agreement with the Parish Council. A new office 

was built and furnished in Fritton Village Hall, mainly funded by a grant and donations. 

The Parish Council had successfully applied for funding to comply with the mandatory 

Transparency code requirements and now has its own web site.  

The Council has continued to receive strong support from Borough Councillor Adrian Myers 

during the year, including a grant and is extremely grateful for this. Borough Councillor 

Adrian Myers is also one of the main supporters of the formation of the Lothingland 

Community Land Trust which covers Belton, Browston, Burgh Castle, Fritton and St Olaves 

and will be designed to help residents and their families stay in the locality.  County 

Councillor Andy Grant was elected in May 2017 and has since shown strong support in 

negotiations with the Highways Department regarding traffic speed and traffic problems on 

the A143 including the offer to purchase and gift to the villages a SAM2 speed sign. 

The council’s finances remain sound. The total receipts in respect of the parish precept and 

the concurrent functions grant increased from £7,180 to £7,310 and it is anticipated that 

cash reserves will be in excess of £7,000 as at the end of the current financial year. 

The Annual return for the period ending 31st March 2017 was given a clean report by both 

the internal and statutory auditors. 

During the year, the following are some of the matters addressed by the Council: 

Knotweed at the Dell Removed and the area is now regularly 
treated to prevent re-growth. Anglian Water 
to monitor the water course. 

Traffic speed on the A143 Negotiations with the Highways Department 
and Norfolk Safecam Police Department 
were unsuccessful. County Councillor Andy 
Grant has offered to purchase and gift to 
the villages a SAM2 speed sign. 
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The parish council had bought wheelie bin 
stickers “Please slow down in our village” 
and distributed to villagers. 
 

Parking and rubbish at Fritton Woods The managers of the woods have ceased 
communication and the promised donation 
of £500 has not been received despite 
several attempts by the parish council to 
continue a dialogue. 
 

Improvement of the footpath between 
Fritton & St Olaves. 

Lord Somerleyton has agreed to provide a 
strip of land for the construction of a new 
footpath and Highways Department has 
been asked to co-ordinate the gully 
drainage and entrance/exit to the footpath. 
 

New Fritton Village Sign This was erected in July 2017 and fully 
funded by a grant from Great Yarmouth 
Tourism and Business Improvement Area 
Board. 
 

Blocked public footpath adjacent to 
Redwings horse sanctuary 

Successfully resolved and GYBC has this 
path now on their Trails Cutting Programme 
 

Planning requests to reclassify lodges at 
Caldecott Park as permanent residences 

Repeated strong objections made to 
various appeals throughout the year.  This 
matter remains in process 
 

Flooding at the pig field on the A143 Ongoing negotiations with Highways 

Lothingland Community Land Trust Ongoing project. Residents of the villages 
are invited to join as members 

Application for Mineral Extraction at 
Waveney Forest  
 

Norfolk County Council has undertaken a 
‘call for sites’ suitable for mineral extraction 
and Brett Aggregates has put the Waveney 
(Fritton) Forest site forward for 
consideration. The parish council has been 
working to gain support from various 
organisations and the public against this but 
has been informed that representations 
made outside of the public consultation 
period (spring of 2018) cannot be accepted. 
Ongoing 
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APPENDIX B 
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APPENDIX C 

 

St. Margaret’s Herringfleet 

Evaluation 

 For us at Herringfleet the Heritage Lottery Fund has truly provided us with  “Pennies 

from Heaven” this year as we were at our wits end as to how to keep our lovely Grade one 

listed old church even basically waterproof as the thatch in the nave is in urgent need of 

repair, the rain causing lumps of plaster to fall from the ceiling at peril to our organist. 

The chancel roof had imploded in the winter of 2014 and it had taken all our 

resources to find the money to provide a new roof. Our fund raisers were exhausted and 

our donors too, so to be rescued by the HLF is most certainly the answer to prayers. 

When our church is once again repaired, waterproof and warm, we hope to 

encourage more of the community to come and enjoy its ambience. The acoustics are 

wonderful so the prospect of future concerts is extremely hopeful. 

Currently as we are on the road-side, we enjoy a steady stream of passing traffic, 

with folk stopping off to explore the church which is open every day but not manned. Some 

visitors have left very lovely comments in our address book, but it is our task to publish 

details of the church more widely and encourage yet more visitors to enter its doors.. 

We already publish details of services and events in the Hexagon (6 churches in the 

group) which is widely distributed in all 6 parishes and further afield. 

 The Parish council has just produced its first web-site with a space showing details 

of the two churches in the parish; St. Edmund’s Fritton and St. Margaret’s Herringfleet. At 

the moment the site shows pictures only but, having enquired of the parish clerk, there is 

provision for the local churches to add to the site with history and  events together with 

pictures and details of the work being undertaken by the HLF   and it is hoped to start this in 

collaboration with the parish council clerk. 

We aim to produce a “fore and after” collage for display in  the church detailing the 

work done with the grant from the HLF. 

The work on repairing the church is due to start on April 3rd 2018 and it is estimated 

that it will be finished by November 13th. Because the area will in effect be a building site, all 

services have been re-scheduled to the other churches in the group until further notice. The 

main areas to be repaired are the roof of the nave, thatch, outside drainage, replacement of 

the rendering, plastering and windows – quite a considerable programme. 

We are still far short of our final target financially, in particular to restore the large 

east window to its best possible state and are continuing to try to raise funds. We are ever 

grateful to the Parish council for their donation towards the upkeep of the churchyard and 

hope that when all is completed you will come to visit us. 

        Fiona Cowan 
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APPENDIX D 

 

St Olaves Village Hall 

Annual Report for the Parish Meeting 0n 29th March 2018 

 

 

The financial year now ending has been another successful one for St Olaves Village Hall. 

Income was up on last year and significant investment was made in improving the hall.  This 

has meant that has been a reduction in overall funds of just under £2000 leaving a total of 

£13000. 

 

Hire income increased slightly.  There has been a reduction in the number of mindfulness and 

art classes and the Pilates and Zumba sessions have now ceased.  The Ringcraft dog club has 

held steady, while Poochpaws dog club has increased significantly. There has been a halving 

of other bookings.  Overall income was £4100, slightly up on last year and the year before.  

There has been recent interest from new clubs which may lead to increased regular booking 

of the hall.  

 

The hall management committee have organised an increased number of village events at the 

hall during the year.  These events have focused on coffee mornings and quiz evenings.  The 

events have all been well supported and together have raised a total of £2,600 for hall funds.  

This is an increase of £800 over last year. 

 

The project to improve and update the hall facilities continues.  The major work this year has 

been in creating an outside paved and grassed terrace area.  General redecoration also 

continues. We will be seeking grant funding to help with the cost of future improvements.   

 

During the year new members have joined the committee and Dennis Sewell has handed on 

the roles of treasurer and hall bookings to Robin Chater.  Dennis has been an outstanding 

contributor to and supporter of the village hall for a significant number of years and we all 

wish to offer him a sincerely vote of thanks.  Promotional activities will continue to be 

intensified in order to increase the use of the hall further. 

 

R Chater 

27th March 2018 

 
 


